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Church Staff 

Pastor Alan Gantzhorn 

Miranda Gregory, Communications Director &  

Contemporary Worship Leader -  

             communications@trinityprattville.com      

Theresa Keith, Children’s Minister - 

 theresa@trinityprattville.com 

BJ Leverette, Youth Minister -  

 youth@trinityprattville.com 

Kyle Nimmons, Audio/Visual Coordinator -    

              kyle@trinityprattville.com 

Felicia Swanner, Traditional Worship Leader -  

  choir@trinityprattville.com 

Myra Sellers, Pianist 

 

Contact the Church Office - (334) 365-7339 

 
 

The Trinity Prattville Monthly Newsletter is available both online at www.trinityprattville.com and by mail by submitting a request 

to the church at communications@trinityprattville.com. Submission of articles for the monthly newsletter should be sent to  

communications@trinityprattville.com by the 20th of each month.   

 
 

Sunday 

9:40 a.m.   Contemporary Worship Service  

9:40 a.m.   Children’s Sunday School  

9:40 & 11:00 a.m.   Adult Sunday School 

11:00 a.m.   Traditional Worship Service 

    Children’s Worship                                                                         

     Youth Sunday School                

4:00 p.m.   Ladies Bible Study (3rd Sunday of Month) 

5:00 p.m.   Youth Dinner/Study                                                                                         

     

 

Tuesday                                                                                                                 

7:00 a.m.                Man Cave Men’s Group        

 

Wednesday  

12:00 p.m.             Master Gardeners (3rd Wednesday of Month) 

6:00 p.m. Youth Worship 

6:30 p.m. Adult Traditional Choir 

Weekly Schedule 
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YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS  

A Message from the Pastor 
 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 In the 13th chapter of his first letter to the Corinthians, the apostle Paul wrote, “now 

we see in a mirror, dimly.”  The great preacher and Episcopal priest, Robert Claypool, 
once illustrated Paul’s words with a wise and compelling story drawn from ancient  

Chinese folklore:  There was a farmer who owned only one horse. He depended on the 
horse for everything; to pull the plow, to draw the wagon. One day a bee stung the horse, 

and in fright the horse ran away into the mountains. The farmer searched for him but 
couldn't find him. His neighbors said, "We are really sorry about your bad luck." But the 

old farmer shrugged and said, "Bad luck, good luck -- who is to say?" 
 

A week later his horse came back, accompanied by twelve wild horses, and the old 
farmer was able to corral all these fine animals. News spread throughout the village, and 
his neighbors came and said, "Congratulations on this great good fortune out of the sky." 

To which the old man once again shrugged and said, "Good luck, bad luck -- who is to 
say?" 

 
The only son of the farmer decided to break the wild horses so they could be sold and put 

to work in the fields. But as he attempted to do this, he was thrown from one of the  
horses, breaking his leg in three places. When word of this accident spread through the 
village, again the neighbors came saying, "We are sorry about the bad luck of your son 
getting hurt." The old man shrugged and said, "Bad luck, good luck -- who is to say?" 

 
Two weeks later a war broke out among the provinces in China. The army came through 
conscripting every able-bodied male under fifty. Because the son was injured, he did not 

have to go; everyone in the village who was drafted was killed in the battle. 
 

We see in a mirror, dimly.  There is always more going on in any situation than we can 
see. Final judgment on the value of any event, and of any person is beyond our ability to 

see and must be left to God alone. Our human perspective is always limited; but God 
sees all. And God sees all through the eyes of a loving Creator.  God sees all through the 
eyes of a redeeming Son who gave his very life out of love for us.  God sees all through 

the eyes of an abiding Spirit who keeps God’s presence ever near us. 
 

Love starts with God, and with God’s love for us. And it is God’s love for us that makes it 
possible for us to love others just as God loves us, with patience, with kindness, rejoicing 
in the truth.  With this love of God for us, we can begin to see other people as God sees 

them. From this experience, we reach out in love to others with the love that begins in the 
very life and nature of God.  We open our eyes to see the world, to see our neighbors, 

and to see God with the eyes of God’s love, and not dimly, as in a mirror. 
 

 
Grace and peace, 

 
Alan 

Youth Snacks 
 

We are so blessed to have our youth at Trinity, and you know how teenagers love to eat! We 

are gladly accepting donations of MINI canned soft drinks and individual bags of chips so we 

can offer them to the youth on Wednesday nights! We appreciate these donations so much! 

They can be dropped off in the youth office (in the back of Theresa’s office)! 

Wednesday Night Series 

 

Through the life of Elijah, students will discover what it 

looks like to have faith in every season of life. Through 

seasons of hopelessness, challenge, loneliness and 

fear, to finding purpose, God has extraordinary plans for 

us. Elijah’s story reminds us that God provides hope, 

victory, belonging, and purpose. No matter what we 

face, we’re never too ordinary for God’s extraordinary 

plans. 

 

Meeting Dates 
 

Sunday Nights: 

January 4th –  Small Groups 
January 11th – Small Groups 
January 18th – Bowling Night 
January 25th – Small Groups 

 

Wednesday Nights: 

January 7th - Worship 

January 14th - Worship 

January 21st - Worship 

January 28th – Worship 

Sunday Morning Series 

A year long study discovering the thread of the gospel 

through the big-picture story of the bible. 

Christmas Party 

January 18th from 5 - 7 PM 

The youth will be going to Bama 

Lanes for a bowling night! We will 

meet at the church at 5 PM and be 

back by 7 PM. Look for more  

details soon in the text service. 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS 
CHURCH STATISTICS LAST MONTH 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

January Events: 
 

January 1 - Happy New Year! 
January 6 - Church Office Hours Resume 
January 7 - Forgiveness Wednesday Study Begins 
January 11 - Church Council Meeting 4 PM 
January 12 - SAM Luncheon 
January 16-18 - 6th Grade Mystery Trip 
January 18 - Ladies Monthly Bible Study 
January 18 - Youth Bowling Night 
January 30 - Elementary Winter Retreat Begins 

Vacation Bible School 2026 
 

 

Mark your calendars! VBS is June 16th-18th, Tuesday 
through Thursday this year!  

 
We are looking for volunteers and decorators!  

 
Be looking out for more information about themes and 

paint parties next month to help us prepare for this  
wonderful week!! 

Attendance Nov 23 Nov 30 Dec 7 Dec 14 

 - 9:40 Service 50 65 56 70 

 - 11:00 Service 107 78 148 79 

 - Sunday School 52 47 49 51 3rd-5th Grade Winter Retreat  
 

 

Jan 30 - Feb 1, 2026 
 

Please be in prayer 
for our children as 
they travel back to 

Shocco Springs 
Camp in Talladega, 

Alabama. 
 

The theme of the  
weekend is “Mission 

2819” and our  
children will learn 

about how to live out 
the great commission and go into the world and make  

disciples. 

Church Council Meeting 
 

There will be a church council meeting on January 11th 
at 4 PM in the Seekers Classroom. 

Wednesday Night 
Children’s Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Starting Back February 4th 
 

We are looking forward to  
resuming suppers and Wednesday 
evening children’s choir and bible 
studies. We are always looking for 
great volunteers on Wednesday 
nights, if you are interested in 

helping out with Children’s Ministry 
see Theresa Keith. 334-558-3540 

Snack Donations 

 
If you are interested 

in donating snacks for 
children’s ministry we 

will gladly accept  
goldfish (in the large 
pourable milk carton 

looking container) and animal 
crackers. These may be dropped 
off to Theresa’s office. Thank you 
so much! We also accept dye free 

candy donations as well! 

6th Grade Mystery Trip 
 
 

Please be in prayer for our 
6th graders as they go on 

their “Mystery Trip -
Destination Unknown”  

January 16th-18th. We have 
a lot of fun activities planned 
and can’t wait to travel with 

them! 
 

The theme of the weekend is “Own it” as we prepare them 
to take ownership of their faith before they graduate from 

Children’s Ministry into our Youth Program. 

January 1 Jeffrey Burkett  

January 2 Hayden Causey  

January 4 Kyle Biles  

January 7 Asher O'Bannon  

January 11 Carl Bailey  

January 12 Debbie Carmichael  

January 14 Denise Allen  

January 14 Dwayne Hutchinson  

January 17 Dora Kleinschmidt  

January 18 Leigh Arkle Contratto  

January 18 Matt Caldwell  

January 18 Leslie Carmichael  

January 18 Lila Ferguson  

January 19 Gene Barber Jr. 

January 24 Emma Loznicka  

January 24 Everett South  

January 24 Grayson Tatum  

January 26 Rhonda Hollon  

January 27 Stan Coker  

January 28 Lynda Carmichael  

January 30 Lincoln Arkle  

January 30 Eli Veasey  
Take A Moment in God’s Word 

JAN 4 - Jer 31:7-14; Ps 147:12-20; Eph 1:3-14; John 1:1-18 
JAN 11 - Isa 42:1-9; Ps 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matt 3:13-17 
JAN 18 - Isa 49:1-7; Ps 40:1-11; 1 Cor 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 
JAN 25 - Isa 9:1-4; Ps 27:1, 4-9; 1 Cor 1:10-18; Matt 4:12-23 

 

Wishing You A 
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MISSIONS UPDATES 

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY 

 

ADULT MINISTRY 

 

Wednesday Night Supper and Studies 
 

The Spring Wednesday night season will be from February 4th - May 6th! Suppers will be 

at 5:30 PM and studies will follow from 6:30 - 7:30 PM. Be on the lookout for more  

information on what studies will be offered! We are always in need of volunteers to help set 

up, cook, serve, and clean up for supper on Wednesday nights. If you are able and willing 

to help, please contact Cindy Arkle or the church office! 

Praise God for Trinity! Our church family has had an incredible year with missions and this is just 

the beginning of what God is about to do through us! The amount of giving has been amazing and 

it’s exciting to look forward to what God will do next! 
 

Here is a list of many of the things that we have done as a family: 

• We have done drive through prayer and prayed over our city and blessed people with gift cards 

in the process. The extra gift cards went to feed people in need, support our local YMCA Field 

of Dreams, and to show love to Family Support Center students. 

• We have fed the hungry with meals in a bag and other food that we collected to be donated to 

AICC and The Welcome Center. 

• Missions money has been used to support groups like Star Youth United to fight trafficking, to 

the Kairos Prison Ministry to help teach inmates the love of Christ, and to help people in need 

with bills. 

• Other missions have included shoe box item donations, pop tabs donations, the Angel Tree for 

children and seniors, youth pumpkin patch, and Fall festival. We also know that many of our 

Sunday School classes have been helping families during this Christmas season and  

     throughout the year. 

• We started a giving tree to help with missions to help others and their needs. 

• Last but not least, we have gathered together at some amazing potlucks, like our December 

Merry and Bright Worship Night and dessert potluck.  It is such a blessing to get to worship with 

our church family! Our Fall Wednesday nights were amazing and the growth from each study 

has been exactly what we need.  
 

We plan to GATHER even more during 2026, so look for information on the next potlucks. Our first 

one will be sometime this winter – likely in February. We will brainstorm mission ideas and see 

what our church can bring to the table. 
 

GROWING is always something we do as a church and there will be many studies throughout the 

new spring semester. In January there will be a short study about forgiveness on Wednesday 

nights 6:30-7:30 PM in the Seekers Classroom. See Merelo for details. Spring semester  

Wednesday night studies will pick back up in February, so be on the lookout for more information 

on that! 
 

GOING is such an amazing blessing!  We want to be known as the church that PRAYS and GOS, 

so let’s see who we can help in this new year!  We will continue to work on helping those in need, 

so if you would like to adopt a person throughout the year, please let Merelo know. If you have a 

mission that you would like to see grow, bring it to the table. 
 

If anyone has clothes, furniture, or other items that you are willing to give 

away, Merelo always has people who are in need and could use those items. 
 

PRAISE GOD FOR OUR TRINITY FAMILY AND THE GENEROSTIY OF  

JESUS THAT WE SHARE! 
 

Contact Merelo Watt at 334-730-3205 if you have any ideas or questions. 

Man Cave Men’s Group:  
Meets weekly on Tuesdays at 7:00 AM 

No January Meeting - Volunteer Needed 
 

The SAM group will not be meeting in January. We are in need of a volunteer to coordinate 

monthly events for the Senior Adult Ministry. In the past, these events have ranges from 

covered dish luncheons with guest speakers to social events outside of the church. If you 

are interested and able to help coordinate this ministry, please let the church office know at 

communications@trinityprattville.com! You do not have to be a senior adult to volunteer! 

Ladies Monthly Bible Study:  
Meets monthly on the third Sunday of  

the month at 4:00 PM 
 

Current study: Having a Mary Heart in a 

Martha World by Joanna Weaver.  

This Month: January 18th at 4 PM. 

Restart Your Heart - January Study 
 

Wednesdays (January 7, 14, 21, & 28) from 6:30 - 7:30 PM in the Seekers Classroom 

Merelo Watt will be leading a short 4 week study on forgiveness called Restart Your Heart 

by Jentezen Franklin. We encourage you to go and bring others that would be blessed by it! 


